
 
 

Department of Culture and Tourism – Abu Dhabi 

Off-Road Map Disclaimer 

  

 This off-road map (the Map) is developed and owned by the Department of Culture and Tourism 

(the Department) and may be used by any individual (the User). 

By using this Map, the User acknowledges and agrees that: 

1. The routes shown in the Map were driven and checked in October 2020 and at that time 

were possible to drive in accordance with the off-road gradings detailed in Appendix 1.   

 

2.  The information provided by the Map may contain errors including, but not limited to: 

 

(i) spatial errors whereby the areas depicted by the map are approximate, and 

coordinates may be in error by several metres or more; and 

(ii) completeness errors whereby data may be missing, or data may be included where it 

does not belong. 

 

3. The Map is not intended to and does not show any information relating to: 

 

(i) the condition of the road and whether it is publicly maintainable; and 

(ii) the weather forecast which could affect the clarity of the exact path listed on the Map. 

 

4. The Department is not responsible for:  

(i) the User’s use or misuse of the Map, including, without limitation his/her path 

selection; 

(ii) any damage whatsoever and howsoever arising out of or in connection with the use of 

the Map, including without limitation, any damage caused to the User’s vehicle; and 

(iii) all injuries arising out of or in connection with the use of the Map, including without 

limitation, any injury to or death of the driver or passengers.  

 

5. This disclaimer is governed by and will be construed in accordance with the laws of the 

Emirate of Abu Dhabi and the Federal laws of the United Arab Emirates as applicable in the 

Emirate of Abu Dhabi.  

  

  



 
 

Appendix 1 

 

DCT AD – Off-road Map - Grading 

 

Route Grades: 

  

Super easy  

We have developed one route which takes you deep into the dunes yet offers very easy driving.  

•  The dunes to the west of Madinat Zayed are beautiful, very mellow, and arguably, the easiest 

desert to drive in in all of the UAE.  

• The dunes become bigger after the water towers, but you should be able to pick up a faint 

sand track which would take you to the plantation.  

•  That being said, you can still get stuck, or fly over a dune too fast in the easiest terrain, so 

please always take care when in the desert  

•  It may be possible, with extreme care, to tackle this route with an all-wheel drive (4WD, AWD) 

vehicle as well as 4x4s  

 

Easy  

Easy routes should be able to be completed without advanced maneuvers – e.g. side sloping and 

side cresting.  

•  We recommend you have a 4x4, not an AWD/4WD car to tackle these routes  

•  It should be possible to drive up and down over dune crossings for the whole route  

 

Intermediate  

Dunes are generally larger than those in the easy category and there may be small, technical 

dunes.  

•  We recommend you have a 4x4, not an AWD/4WD car to tackle these routes  

•  We recommend that you have a bash-plate, i.e. engine and transmission box protection  

•  In technical sections you will need to steer gently and apply power carefully, so you do not 

damage your bumper.  

•  You should be able to drive most of the route without advanced maneuvers but they may be 

necessary in places.  

•  IMPORTANT NOTE You can make intermediate routes into advanced ones by taking a more 

challenging line.  

 

Advanced  

These routes comprise huge dunes, technical in places, mainly very remote.  

•  We recommended that your vehicle, if long wheelbase, is lifted by 1.5”-2”  

•  We recommend that you have a bash-plate, i.e. engine and transmission box protection  

 


